18      INFLUENCE OF ISLAM ON INDIAN CULTURE

Buddhism  had started  its career  as  a  protest  against  the

formalism of Brahmanism and it fell foul of its essential theories^

concerning  the   nature   of   soul (atman)    and   God (brahman).

With regard to both its attitude was one of denial.    The soul

as a substance did not exist, all that existed was an aggregation^

of parts  (skandhas),  the  coming together  of  which  created   a

temporary unity.    The universe was a plan and it was useless-

to speculate about its beginning or end.    The world as known?

was a causal order, the first link in the chain was ignorance

which gave rise to action,   consciousness,  mind,   body,   sense,.

organs,   contact,   feeling,   craving,   grasping,   becoming, birth,

decay, death, grief, sorrow and pain. The dhamma of the eight-

fold path trained away the suffering and put an end to the endless-

round of births and deaths.    This path consisted of right views

(samyak dfsfi), right thoughts (samyak sarifcaZpa),  right speech

(samyak vaca), right actions (samyak Barman), right living (samyak

ojiva)* right exertion (samyak vydyarna). right recollection (samyak

smr#), right meditations (samyak sdmadhi). The folldwet of the*

eightfold path passed through four stages : first, that of the neo-

phyte (&atap<mna) who had broken the first three bonds of human

passion (heresy, scepticism and superstitious rites) ; second, that of

the first-relumer (sakrdagamin) who would be reborn once only in,

the world of men because he had reduced to a minimum affection,.

hatred   and   infatuation ;    third,    that    of   the  never-returner

(anagamin) who had freed himself from the  five  bonds  (the

three of the neophyte, and attachment and antipathy} and who-

would be born not among men but in a Brahmaloka ; and,

lastly, that of the A that who had exhausted the karman and

removed all the bonds,  and who would no more be subject

to rebirth.   The aim of the eightfold path and the  fourfold

stages was the attainment of Nirvdrta.

*' Nibb&na is the highest bliss
And of all paths the eightfold 'tis
That unto death-less safety leads. "64
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